GREAT LAKES ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND MAPPING PROJECT, PHASE II
The U‐M Water Center
engages researchers,
practitioners, policymakers,
and non‐profit groups with
the goal of supporting,
integrating, and improving
current and future restoration
and protection efforts.
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The grants program is an
important part of the Water
Center’s efforts to enhance
restoration and protection
activities by engaging
exceptional multi‐sector
teams in advancing evaluation
and assessment of restoration
projects.

View the interactive map at www.greatlakesmapping.org.
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Connect, engage,
revitalize…PURE BLUE

PROJECT SUMMARY
In Phase I of the Great Lakes Environmental Assessment and Mapping Project
(GLEAM), a diverse team of researchers evaluated multiple stressors affecting
the Great Lakes ecosystem. They merged spatial data layers representing all
major categories of stressors to the Great Lakes into a single map of cumulative
stress, which can be used to assess stressor impacts at locations with significant
human benefits and to evaluate conservation and restoration opportunities.
In GLEAM Phase II, the project team will:
• Incorporate additional stressor layers into the cumulative map, providing a
more complete assessment of stressors affecting the Great Lakes.
• Develop lake‐specific assessments of stressors, enabling resource managers
to visualize stressors at more relevant scales.
• Develop a portfolio of candidate restoration areas based on multiple
characteristics of the cumulative analysis, providing a new guidance tool to
help focus restoration efforts through a well‐vetted, transparent and
repeatable process.
• Evaluate interactions among stressors that may amplify or mitigate their
influence, improving understanding about how these interactions change
both restoration site recommendations and restoration outcomes.
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