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Religious systems use symbols to signify foundational beliefs, with some symbols (such as
water) having an ecological dimension. Many of these symbols go back to the origins of a
particular religious tradition, expressing fundamental orientations and values. These symbols,
which have a didactic and shaping function, are not static. Through the vagaries of time and
cultural evolution, symbols can shift meaning, lose/gain currency, and amplify/fade within
community consciousness. My research interest is in the role of re-activated symbols in
fostering an ecological ethos within religious communities such that the ecological ethos is not
considered tangential (or opposed) to community identity and expression, but central to it.

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Rolf Bouma, Lecturer Il, LS&A Program in the Environment
Preferred Contact Info: rbouma@umich.edu; 734.709.2406

Academically, I teach environmental ethics, religion and ecology, and values in public policy.
My training is in eco-theology, philosophical theology, and religious studies. | am an ordained
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