
 

 

 
 

 

A Master Plan for a Sustainable Flint 



 FLINT, MI 

RICH HISTORY: 

• Birthplace of GM & UAW 

• 197,000 - 1960 
 

• John Nolen 1920’s plan 

• Every residential area within                       

¼ (10 min) from public                        

green space 
 

• First African American Mayor,                      

Floyd McCree in 1966 
 

• Nation’s first open housing            

ordinances 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



POPULATION TRENDS 

2000-2010 Population shifts – by Census Tract 



WHY IMAGINE FLINT? 

Troubled History: 

• Mortgage redlining 

• In 1951, 3rd most segregated community in nation 
 

• 1960 Master Plan 

• Demolition of St. John’s Neighborhood and destruction of 

business center 

• Broken promises of urban renewal 

 

WHY NOW: 
 

• Last City Master Plan – 1960 

• Projected 250,000+ residents 
 

• 102,198 – 2010 

• Projected population – 78,000 (2020) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

True Participatory Planning Process 
 

• Over 5,000 Flint residents via 300+ 

    community meetings/discussions occurred 

 

 

• Engagement sessions occurred within ½ 

mile 

    of 88% of Flint homes 

 

 

 

 

 

 



✤ Partnered with 40 community groups, offering   

Mini-Grants: 

✤ 54,000+ residential parcels surveyed 

✤ 3500+ commercial parcels surveyed 

✤ “Imagine Flint” data is playing key role in       

obtaining federal and state funds 

✤ Over $24 million directly connected to                

work done by residents during process 

 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 





Vision & Guiding Principles 

• Sustainability &   

Social Equity 

 

• Reshaping the Economy 

 

• Quality of Life 
 

•Adapting to Change 

 

•Youth 

 

•Civic Life 

Approximately 500 participants 

Small group discussion and key-pad polling on three questions 
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VACANT PROPERTY IN FLINT 

35% - 40% of residential properties are “vacant” 

✤ ~12,000 vacant residential lots 

✤ ~11,000 vacant residential structures 

✤ at least 5,000 are blighted and in need of demolition  
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 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT – LAND USE WORKSHOPS 



Place Based  
Parameters 

June 2013 



June 2013 

Place Based  
Parameters 





June 2013 



LAND USE 



LAND USE 









June 4, 2013 

Components of a Place Type 



7 resident-led advisory groups providing  

    focused recommendations on plan content 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT – MASTER PLAN CHAPTERS 



HOUSING & NEIGHBORHOODS 

BEFORE 

AFTER 

SUSTAINABLE UPGRADES 



ENVIRONMENTAL FEATURES & PARKS 



INFRASTRUCTURE & COMMUNITY FACILITIES 



NEXT STEPS  -  DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS/ CONTINUED ENGAGEMENT 

MAX BRANDON PARK 

• Naturalization project, restoration of wetland 

 

MML/ PLACEPLANS PROJECT   

• Greenway Trail Project  

 

SAGINAW ROAD DIET 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION 

• Local blight elimination 5-year framework 

 

BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT 

• Chevy in the Hole Cap (Chevy Commons) 

 
MSHDA 

• Housing Market Analysis 

 
Master Plan Implementation Task Groups 

• Resident led groups to implement strategies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chevy - in the - Hole 





 

Kevin Schronce 

kschronce@cityofflint.com 

 

 


