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Food waste diversion is embedded in
Michigan’s long-term strategy

MI HEALTHY CLIMATE PLAN

() New Materials Management Plans have officially been

ca"ed for Creating a Circular and Decarbonized Economy
SUie t

New Materials Management Plans are in the approval and development M'Chlgan fOOd Waste

process. The new law establishes statewide recycling goals and standards, and ROdeOP. APlanto

the Materials Management Plans will identify an implementation strategy to Reduce Food Loss and

meet those goals. Waste in Michigan by

50 Percent
Current Solid Waste Management Plans will remain in effect until a new

Materials Management Plan is approved.
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Prevent Wasted Food

Produce, buy, and serve
only what is needed

Wasted Food Scale

How to reduce the environmental impacts of wasted food
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Send Down the Drain,
Landfill, or Incinerate
with or without energy recovery

Anaerobic Digestion

Compost
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Anaerobic
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with beneficial use of
digestate/biosolids
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City of Novi's Drop-Off
Program

e Newly formed Environmental Sustainability
Committee launched pilot in June 2026

e No dedicated sustainability team; required
outside staff support

e Low-barrier-to-entry program

e Motivations:
o Four pillars
o Firstinitiative
o Resident experience
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Michigan: How tfo Use

Compost Drop-Off This Guide
Program Guide b el o

coordinators, local government leaders, and
community partners supporting the

implementation of compost* drop-off
NOT compostable programs.

« Exploring a compost drop-off program?
Begin with Introduction and Planning
Considerations sections to understand the
benefits, assess municipal infrastructure, and
build organizational support.

Designing a program? Refer to Phase 1,
Phase 2, and Phase 3 to guide program
design, implementation, and evaluation.
Looking for adaptable tools? Refer to the
Appendices for registration form questions,
pre- and post- surveys, social media and
communications tools, funding opportunities,
and additional resources.

Need to get to the Table of Contents? Click
on any page number (excluding references)
to return.

*Reforred to 05 o compost dropoff program throughout this guide. Almnanm
nomes include food scrop or food woste dropoff program. See

edible AND compostable

03
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40% of the U.S. food supply goes to waste each year.

The average Michigander spends $759/yr on
food they don't eat.’®

43% of all food waste generated
comes from households.®

Michigan landfills more than

- . - - ]6
2 billion pounds of food a year.'® L4 biflonis edibie.

v

When food scraps are viewed as resources,
the value of investing in food waste reduction programs is clear.

Compost Drop-Off Programs

aka food scraps/food waste drop-off programs




Considerations

Phase 1: Preparing to Launch Your Program

Phase 2: Launching Your Program

Phase 3: Evaluating and Expanding Your Program




Why are you participating in this program?
16 responses

Landfill diversion 11 (68.8%)

To protect our environment 15 (93.8%)
My friends/family are doing it 4 (25%)
Economic benefits 1(6.3%)

| love composting! 8 (50%)

0 5 10 15

Surveys

"“‘HH'“|”"”““‘““‘HH'

Semi-structured
interviews

Site visits



Seek mutually beneficial partnerships. Successful partnerships are built on shared
value. As you identify potential partners, consider how the collaboration can benefit
both the municipality and the organization, whether through increased community
visibility, filling operational gaps, or improving data collection.

Partnerships with Make Food Not Waste have supported resident education and
community outreach (Southfield), BioBag has helped to reduce contamination
(Southfield), and Rego, an Al-powered software/platform, has helped to more
accurately measure diverted food waste (Kalamazoo).

Yes, put these in!
ey
xr

Frusond  Dary
Vegetabies products

City of Novi Pre-Survey Responses

“Thank you for starting this”

“| would love this program be available city wide and collection be done biweekly if not
weekly”

“I was using Farmington'’s bins but happy to see Novi is finally getting on board with this!”

Washtenaw County countertop bin giveaway. (Source: Atika Gupta)
“Thank you for doing this! We compost in tumbler and garden beds, but | hope this
program gets support. If gaining traction, one bin for each neighborhood would be nice
(so that people aren't driving and causing greenhouse gases as much).”

“Please make it permanent.”
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City of Novi
Compost
Drop Off

Site
For Information

Please Call
248-347-0478




Takeaways and Call to Action

e 40% of the U.S. food supply goes to waste each year.

e Successful programs explain the why and solve for the what and how.

e Community knowledge and resource sharing are key.

e Through local action, we can achieve collective impact.

Call to Action: Share this guide with your networks, especially those
interested in starting drop-off programs!
(Will be available on the CLCF website in ~1-2 months)




Questions?
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