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How to Use This Template 
 
This template is designed to be used with the Oakland County Climate Vulnerability Primer. As you work through the primer, you can customize text and add data to this template to create a shareable report. 
 
As you fill in the relevant sections of this template, note that the primer follows a slightly different order than the template. This is because the order you gather data in may not be the most compelling order to present the data. Feel free to edit, reorder, and keep only what is useful to you from this template. 
 
This template includes a glossary of key definitions and concepts; a background section on global, regional, and local impacts of climate change; sections for detailed data about exposure, sensitivity, and adaptive capacity; and a section for summarizing the findings and next steps for your community.  
 
Throughout this template, you will see: 
· Yellow-highlighted text, like what you are reading here. Yellow-highlighted text contains instructions for using the template that you should review and delete from the final version of the report.  
· Blue-shaded text (like this text here) is used for examples. Do not directly copy blue-shaded sections UNLESS you have reviewed the text/data and determined that it applies to your community. The blue-shaded climate data used throughout this template is from the Ann Arbor weather station. Shading can be removed in the “paragraph” tools section of word, as shown here. 
· Words in square brackets, like [Municipality], [# of climate hazards], and [insert # of selected systems], mark places where you will insert information specific to your community. We recommend using the find function (CTRL+F) to search for any square brackets that you may have missed in your draft. 
 
 
If you have questions about the primer or this template, contact sustainability@oakgov.com.  
 


Acknowledgements and Contacts 
Acknowledge any stakeholder participants, grant funding, and additional support used throughout this process. 
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Oakland County Climate Vulnerability Assessment Primer 

This Preliminary Climate Vulnerability Assessment was developed using guidance from the Oakland County Climate Vulnerability Assessment Primer. The primer was created as part of the University of Michigan Graham Sustainability Institute’s Catalyst Leadership Circle (CLC) Fellowship. CLC Fellow Jeewon Suh created the primer in collaboration with the Oakland County Office of Sustainability to support Oakland County communities with understanding climate hazards and developing adaptation plans. 

ICLEI USA Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment
Materials developed by ICLEI—Local Governments for Sustainability USA (ICLEI USA) were a vital reference for the creation of this template. Inspiration and guidance were also provided by the ICLEI Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment member group learning cohort.
GLISA
GLISA is the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Climate Adaptation Partnership team for the Great Lakes region. Local climate data from GLISA has been integrated throughout this report.
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Executive Summary  
This section summarizes the whole report. Complete the executive summary last and reference findings throughout the report.
Communities across Michigan are already experiencing the impacts of a changing climate, including [Municipality]. Since 1951, [Municipality]’s average annual temperature has risen by 0.7°F, with winter temperatures increasing 1.7°F. Over the same period, annual precipitation rose by roughly 15.4%, and the number of days with rainfall over one inch increased by 1.5 days per year (Data from GLISA, see page 10). These shifts have already led to more frequent and intense hazards, such as [list hazards impacting your municipality]. Climate projections for the end of the century predict that average temperatures in [Municipality] will continue to rise 6-10°F.  
Local governments have a responsibility to prepare for evolving climate conditions, because a rapidly changing climate can create hazards for human health, community infrastructure, and the economy. Given this responsibility, [Municipality] must start adapting to the impacts of climate change. Through this Preliminary Climate Vulnerability Assessment, created in [list time frame, such as “June 2026” or “the summer of 2026” etc.], [Municipality] has started a strategic adaptation process. This assessment process should be regularly reviewed and updated.
 
This report was generated using the Oakland County Climate Vulnerability Assessment Primer and [list resources used, GLISA, NOAA, historical news records, etc.] to identify climate hazards that [Municipality] is or will be exposed to under current or future climate conditions.  We used [list data sources used, such as US Census, GLISA, NOAA, MiEJScreen, etc.] to identify sensitive populations and systems within [Municipality]. Finally, we considered the adaptive capacity of the populations and systems identified. 
 
We found that [state findings briefly].  
 
This assessment serves as the foundation for the adaptation planning process. [List next steps, such a complete assessment, community engagement, adaptation project, etc.] is recommended to accomplish [list reasons, briefly]. 
 
[Sign: project leader and partners if applicable] 
 
 


Definitions1 
Climate change - Long-term changes in the Earth’s climate system, including shifts in average weather patterns and increased variability, occurring over decades or longer. In this report, climate change specifically refers to human-induced climate change observed from the 20th century onward.
Greenhouse gas (GHG) - Gasses that are a byproduct of a chemical reaction, such as burning fossil fuels, and which absorb radiation from the sun and trap heat in the atmosphere. 
Emissions scenario - An estimate of how high or low GHG emissions will be in the future. These scenarios include assumptions about the future which may or may not occur.
Projections - Potential future climate conditions calculated by computer-based models of the Earth system. Projections are based on sets of assumptions about the future (emissions scenarios) that may or may not occur.
Assets - Resources, systems, ecosystems, infrastructure, and the services they provide. Assets are the tangible and intangible things that people or communities value.
System – A collection of components that work together to serve a purpose or function. In this context, a system may be infrastructure (stormwater system, electrical grid, roads and bridges, etc.), communication systems (emergency alert system, hazard response protocols, telecommunications and internet, etc.), or economic systems (tourism, agriculture, etc.) 
Hazard - An event or condition that may cause injury, illness, or death to people, or damage to assets or systems.
Climate hazard - A climate-related hazard, such as floods, wildfires, extreme heat, drought, etc.
Exposure - The presence of people, assets, ecosystems, systems, or communities in places where they could be negatively affected by hazards. 
Sensitivity - The degree to which a persons, asset, ecosystem, system or community is impacted when exposed to climate hazards.
Adaptive capacity - The ability of a person, asset, ecosystem, system, or community to adjust to a hazard, take advantage of new opportunities, or cope with change.
Adaptation - The process of adjusting to new (climate) conditions in order to reduce risks to people or valued assets.
Vulnerability - The degree to which people, assets, ecosystems, systems, or communities are adversely affected by hazards. Vulnerability encompasses exposure, sensitivity, and adaptive capacity.
Resilience - The capacity of people, assets, ecosystems, systems, or communities to prevent, withstand, respond to, and recover from a disruption.
 
Background 
Climate Change 
Climate change is no longer a distant future threat and is already negatively impacting communities. Globally, climate change is leading to rising sea levels, more extreme storms, changing rainfall patterns, shifting seasons, and hotter weather. According to the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), each subsequent decade out of the last four has been hotter than the one before it. On average, global temperatures in the last decade have been roughly 2ºF higher than temperatures from 1850 to 1900.

Even if GHG emissions are dramatically reduced in the future, a certain amount of warming is already underway, and the impacts of climate change are being felt around the world. It is critical that local governments be proactive and adapt to the climate impacts we are already experiencing.  

Regional Climate Change Impacts 
The Great Lakes region is experiencing noticeable impacts from climate change. According to GLISA, the region has warmed by an average of 2.9°F since 1951, with the most pronounced warming in the winter months (GLISA). Climate models project that by the end of the century, the region will see significantly more warming, between 6°F and 11°F. This warming can cause cascading effects across natural systems, community infrastructure, economic systems, and human health. 
  
Changes in precipitation are one of the most critical shifts in the region. The Great Lakes states have seen an average of 14% increase in annual precipitation since 1951, with more frequent and intense heavy rainfall events. This increase in precipitation contributes to stormwater system overload, surface flooding, and basement backups, especially in areas with aging infrastructure and high impervious surface coverage. 
[image: ][image: ]
Maps show visualizations of historic precipitation and temperature change between 1951 and 2023, from GLISA’s Summary of Climate Change in the Great Lakes Region.
  
In addition to warmer and wetter conditions overall, the Great Lakes region is experiencing shifts in seasonal patterns, such as earlier snowmelt, shorter winters, and longer growing seasons. These changes disrupt ecosystems, create challenges for snow and ice management, and increase the potential for vector-borne diseases. These transitions may affect infrastructure maintenance, local recreation, and energy use patterns in municipalities where winters are historically cold and snowfall is a defining seasonal feature. Unpredictable weather also creates vulnerability for agricultural producers, through crop and income loss. 
  
Much of Southeast Michigan will likely face more frequent and longer heat waves by mid-century. This trend increases the risk of heat-related illness, particularly for vulnerable populations such as older adults, residents with pre-existing health conditions, outdoor workers, and those without access to air conditioning. Urbanized areas with fewer trees, extensive impervious surfaces, and dense development experience even higher temperatures than the surrounding regions. 


Climate Change Impact on [Municipality] 
Climate change is already impacting [Municipality] and will only accelerate in the future. Many of our community systems and assets are at risk or will be at risk in the coming decades. We have experienced these impacts in various ways in recent years: 
[List a few key recent weather or disaster events that occurred in your municipality, as discussed in step one on page 8, “Understanding Exposure” of the Oakland County Climate Vulnerability Assessment Primer.]   
Follow the format of the examples below, which are all events that occurred in Oakland County from 2020-2025.
· Widespread basement flooding, home damage, and road closures due to the intense rainstorms of June 2021
· Widespread flooding of buildings and roads due to multiple flash-flooding events in July of 2025
· Thousands of power outages, fallen trees, and storm damage from thunderstorms with hurricane-force winds in May of 2025
· Downed power lines, damaged trees and roofs caused by an out-of-season tornado in November of 2024
· Federal disaster declaration in August 2023 due to severe storms that caused flooding, spawned a record number of tornadoes, and led to significant damage and expenses

In addition to these real-world impacts of climate hazards, data illustrates how climate conditions have already changed in [Municipality] due to warming global temperatures, and how those conditions are projected to change in the future. Data is displayed in tables below, which cover temperature and precipitation conditions.

Historic climate data has been monitored through NOAA weather stations. GLISA publishes data that has passed quality assurance and control standards for hundreds of stations in the region. Historic trends show the changes that have already occurred in [Municipality] since 1951. Projections show potential future changes based on outputs from an ensemble of climate models.
Fill in the table below with historic and projected climate data for your community, as determined by the tools on page 8, “Understanding Exposure” of the Oakland County Climate Vulnerability Assessment Primer.  
We have included climate observations and projections for the Flint and Ann Arbor areas below, which is where the nearest verified weather stations (per GLISA’s quality control standards) are to Oakland County. The climate projections included here are averaged over a larger area, known as a climate division, for Southeast Michigan.
Oakland County users can use the pre-made tables below, based on GLISA historic weather station data and future projections. If your community is closer to Flint, use the Flint weather station data. If your community is closer to Ann Arbor, use the Ann Arbor weather station data.  
Historic averages in this summary are calculated from 1991–2020. Historic changes are calculated as the difference between the 1991–2020 average and the 1951–1980 average. Future trends refer to average projected changes for mid-century (2040–2059) and late-century (2080–2099) compared to the 1980–1999 average.  
Flint weather station data2:
	Historic and Future Precipitation - [Municipality]

	Variable
	Historic Average (1991-2020)
	Historic Change (1951-2020)
	Projected Future Change (by 2050)
	Projected Future Change (by 2100)

	Annual
	32 in.
	1.7 in. (5.5%)
	0 to 4 in.
	1 to 6 in.

	Winter
	5.6 in.
	0.6 in. (11.7%)
	0 to 2 in.
	-1 to 2 in.

	Spring
	8.8 in.
	0.8 in (10.3%)
	-1 to 2 in.
	0 to 3 in.

	Summer
	9.7 in.
	0.3 in. (2.8%)
	-1 to 3 in.
	-1 to 1 in.

	Fall
	7.9 in.
	1.2 in. (17.2%)
	0 to 1 in.
	1 to 2 in.

	Days/Year at or over 1 inch
	5.3 days
	0.9 days
	0.7 to 2.4 days
	1.6 to 2.6 days



	Historic and Future Temperature - [Municipality]

	Variable
	Historic Average (1991-2020)
	Historic Change (1951-2020)
	Projected Future Change (by 2050)
	Projected Future Change (by 2100)

	Annual
	48.4ºF
	1.5ºF 
	3 to 5ºF
	6 to 10ºF

	Winter
	26.1ºF
	2.2ºF 
	2 to 4ºF
	5 to 9ºF

	Spring
	46.6ºF
	1.6ºF 
	2 to 5ºF
	5 to 11ºF

	Summer
	69.7ºF
	1.5ºF 
	4 to 6ºF
	8 to 12ºF

	Fall
	50.8ºF
	0.6ºF 
	3 to 6ºF
	7 to 12ºF

	Average Low
	38.6ºF
	1.2ºF 
	3 to 5ºF
	7 to 10ºF

	Average High
	58.2ºF
	1.8ºF 
	3 to 5ºF
	6 to 10ºF

	Day/Year at or over 90ºF
	7.8 days
	3.2 days
	13 to 29 days
	31 to 64 days


Ann Arbor weather station data3:
	Historic and Future Precipitation - [Municipality]

	Variable
	Historic Average (1991-2020)
	Historic Change (1951-2020)
	Projected Future Change (by 2050)
	Projected Future Change (by 2100)

	Annual
	38.3 in.
	5.1 in. (15.4%)
	0 to 4 in.
	1 to 6 in.

	Winter
	8.2 in.
	2.5 in. (43.8%)
	0 to 2 in.
	-1 to 2 in.

	Spring
	10.1 in.
	1.8 in (21.6%)
	-1 to 2 in.
	0 to 3 in.

	Summer
	10.9 in.
	1.6 in (17.6%)
	-1 to 3 in.
	-1 to 1 in.

	Fall
	9 in.
	2.1 in. (30.1%)
	0 to 1 in.
	1 to 2 in.

	Days/Year at or over 1 inch
	6.1 days
	1.5 days
	0.7 to 2.4 days
	1.6 to 2.6 days



	Historic and Future Temperature - [Municipality]

	Variable
	Historic Average (1991-2020)
	Historic Change (1951-2020)
	Projected Future Change (by 2050)
	Projected Future Change (by 2100)

	Annual
	50.1ºF
	0.7ºF
	3 to 5ºF
	6 to 10ºF

	Winter
	27.7ºF
	1.7ºF
	2 to 4ºF
	5 to 9ºF

	Spring
	48.6ºF
	0.7ºF
	2 to 5ºF
	5 to 11ºF

	Summer
	71.2ºF
	0.2ºF
	4 to 6ºF
	8 to 12ºF

	Fall
	52.5ºF
	0ºF
	3 to 6ºF
	7 to 12ºF

	Average Low
	40.7ºF
	0.5ºF
	3 to 5ºF
	7 to 10ºF

	Average High
	59.5ºF
	0.8ºF
	3 to 5ºF
	6 to 10ºF

	Day/Year at or over 90ºF
	9.2 days
	1.3 days
	13 to 29 days
	31 to 64 days



Blank table, if custom data needed:
Users outside of Oakland County can use the Climate Explorer to find historical data and future projections for your municipality.
	Historic and Future Precipitation - [Municipality]

	Variable
	Historic Average [list years]
	Historic Change [list years]
	Projected Future Change (by 2050)
	Projected Future Change (by 2100)

	Annual
	
	
	
	

	Winter
	
	
	
	

	Spring
	
	
	
	

	Summer
	
	
	
	

	Fall
	
	
	
	

	Days/Year at or over 1 inch
	
	
	
	



	Historic and Future Temperature - [Municipality]

	Variable
	Historic Average [list years]
	Historic Change [list years]
	Future Change (by 2050)
	Future Change (by 2100)

	Annual
	
	
	
	

	Winter
	
	
	
	

	Spring
	
	
	
	

	Summer
	
	
	
	

	Fall
	
	
	
	

	Average Low
	
	
	
	

	Average High
	
	
	
	

	Day/Year at or over 90ºF
	
	
	
	



Hazard Exposure in [Municipality]  
Using historic hazard events and future climate projections, we explored climate hazards that [Municipality] is exposed to. Exposure refers to the presence of people, assets, and ecosystems in places where hazards occur. 
Based on the current and projected future climate conditions, [Municipality] is exposed to the following climate hazards:  List climate hazards as determined in steps 1 and 3 on page 8, “Understanding Exposure” of the Oakland County Climate Vulnerability Assessment Primer. 
Priority hazards, such as hazards that occur more frequently or could cause a more significant impact, should also be listed with an in-depth description of the potential impacts, as shown below. Typically, it makes sense for a community to select one to three priority hazards. Secondary hazards can be listed with less detail. The text below is a model of how you can organize this section. 
Primary Hazards identified in [Municipality] include:

1. Significant increase in heat
Climate models show that by 2050, [Municipality] may experience 13 to 29 more days above 90ºF annually, and 31 to 64 more days per year over 90 ºF by 2100.  
There were significant heat waves in June 2025 and July 2020. Heat waves lead to public health concerns and higher energy bills for residents and businesses. Michigan has some of the highest electric rates in the country, which contributes to the financial burden of extreme heat. When heat waves occur at the same time as power outages, the public health risk is exacerbated. 
2. Increasingly intense storms and power outages
Strong winds associated with increasingly intense storms and an extended tornado season can lead to prolonged power outages, structural damage to the built environment, and public health risks. Michigan is the second-worst state in the country for power outage duration per customer, and in 2023 Michigan had the longest power outages in the nation. 
[Municipality] experienced an out-of-season tornado in 2023, which caused $25 million in damage, mostly concentrated in the Northwest neighborhoods. As seasonal variability is projected to increase with climate change, more intense storms and tornados can be expected. Extended power outages create a public health risk, especially in extremely cold or extreme hot seasons. Building damage and power outages can also create a financial burden for residents and businesses.
3. Extreme precipitation and flooding 
The flooding and property damage caused by storms on [dates] shows that [Municipality] already faces substantial risk from storms and flooding. Under climate change conditions, [Municipality] will experience more floods of all kinds.
Climate models project that days above an inch of rainfall will continue to increase by 1.6-2.6 more days a year by 2100, further increasing the flood risk that [Municipality] is already experiencing. This creates risk for property, agriculture, road infrastructure, and the health of ecosystems and watersheds.
Secondary hazards identified by this report include:
· Changing seasonal patterns - unpredictable seasonal patterns can lead to significant burdens for the agricultural producers within [Municipality]. Early frosts in 2022 and 2023 lead to significant damage to the region’s cherry crops. This creates risk for both economic stability and the agricultural character of [Municipality].
· Snowfall patterns - A decrease in snowfall has been observed over the past 10-15 years, leading to a decrease in winter activities and tourism. Local businesses, including the ski resort and downtowns frequented by winter sports enthusiasts, have reported lower profits, shorter viable operating seasons, and concerns about future viability.
Potential hazards to consider include:
· Average temperature 
· Extreme heat days 
· Heat waves 
· Cold days 
· Extreme cold days 
· Cold events 
· Precipitation 
· Extreme precipitation days 
· Dry days 
· Drought 
· Sea level rise 
· Flooding 
· Wildfires 
· Landslides 
· Extreme weather events 
· Tornadoes and thunderstorms 
· Changing seasonal patterns 
· Winter-spring seasonal transition 
· Snowfall patterns 
· Extreme winter storms 
· Snowmelt-related streamflow 
· Lake-effect snow
 
 

Sensitivity to Climate Hazards in [Municipality] 
Next, we explored the populations, systems, assets and neighborhoods that are sensitive to the identified climate hazards within [Municipality]. Sensitivity refers to the degree to which a system or population is impacted when exposed to climate hazards. The extent of impact depends on factors such as the condition of infrastructure, population health, and access to resources.
 
If community input was gathered for this section, include a brief description of how the data was gathered (We hosted XYZ community meetings, we distributed XYZ survey, etc.) If not, give a brief description of data sources used (SEMCOG, US Census, etc.)
List your priority systems, populations, assets, or neighborhoods using the format below. Give a brief explanation of why these are sensitive, and why they were prioritized.
Our analysis identified the following priority sensitive systems, populations, assets, and neighborhoods:
· Stormwater infrastructure - the average stormwater infrastructure age is over 70 years in many areas of [Municipality]. System failure can cause flooded infrastructure, physical harm, and environmental and property damage.
· Elderly population - 11% of [Municipality] is above the age of 65, and 30% of the above 65 population is low-income. This data shows higher sensitivity to extreme heat and reduced access to financial resources.
· Main Street Farmer’s Market - Vendors indicated a decrease in foot traffic and sales on days hotter than 90ºF. The Farmer’s Market is a key economic driver and cultural gathering place for [Municipality], and increased extreme heat will make it less accessible, particularly to those more sensitive to heat.
Organize relevant sensitivity data gathered on page 9 of the primer using the chart below. If possible, distinguish data by geographic areas or neighborhoods. The example below shows potential data categories divided by census tract. You can add rows and columns, or additional charts if needed.
The table below shows factors that impact [Municipality]’s sensitivity to climate hazards.
	Factors Impacting Sensitivity in [Municipality]

	Census tract
	[Population over 64 %]
	[Population under 5 %]
	[Low-income households %]
	[Tree canopy coverage %]

	Tract #1
	
	
	
	

	Tract #2
	
	
	
	

	Tract #3
	
	
	
	

	Tract #4
	
	
	
	



Explain how the chart data impacts the sensitivity of your priority systems, populations, assets, and neighborhoods, and connect sensitivity to specific hazards. See the example below.
Certain demographic groups in [Municipality] are more sensitive to the impacts of climate hazards due to factors such as age, income, and neighborhood characteristics. Approximately 11.3% of [Municipality]’s population is over the age of 64, and 30% are low-income. This population is particularly sensitive to extreme heat events and power outages due to higher heat sensitivity and energy costs associated with cooling. Additionally, [Municipality] has over 1,000 children under the age of 5, a group especially sensitive to high temperatures, poor air quality, and service disruptions.
The Northwest neighborhood (census tract #4) has 17% tree canopy coverage. A lack of trees and other green infrastructure leads to less water infiltration during heavy precipitation events and higher instances of flooding.
The Main Street Farmer’s Market is particularly sensitive to extreme heat, as it is an outdoor, unshaded event that takes place all summer. Vendors have reported lower sales and lower foot traffic on days above 90ºF. 
In addition to the data presented here, [Municipality] should seek to understand what assets are most valuable to those who live, work, and recreate within our community. Further assessing the sensitivity of those priority community assets will deepen our understanding of climate vulnerability within [Municipality].
Insert any maps created using the mapping tools on page 10 of the primer in this section, with a brief explanation of how the map was created and what it shows.


Adaptive Capacity in [Municipality] 
Finally, we explored the adaptive capacity of the sensitive systems, populations, assets, and neighborhoods identified above. Adaptive capacity is the ability of a community to prepare for, respond to, and recover from climate impacts. This includes access to resources, public services, governance, and community networks. 
As with sensitivity, data alone can’t provide a full understanding of adaptive capacity. This report puts forth an initial analysis, intended to be discussed with community stakeholders to further understand adaptive capacity in [Municipality].
To explore adaptive capacity, we examined the potential impact of the priority hazards, [list priority hazards], on [list sensitive systems, populations, assets, or neighborhoods]. 
For each priority system, population, asset, or neighborhood, we asked the following questions: 
· Does the system/population/asset/neighborhood have what it will need to adapt to the impacts identified?
· Can the system/population/asset/neighborhood accommodate projected climate impacts with minimum disruption or costs?
· If not, what does system/population/asset/neighborhood need to help it adapt to the identified impacts?
· Is the system/population/asset/neighborhood already stressed in ways that will limit its ability to accommodate identified impacts?
In response, we found that [Municipality] has many resources that can enhance adaptive capacity, including [list positive adaptation resources identified with the tools on page 11 of the primer]. [Municipality] also has areas with less adaptive capacity resources, including [list areas of concern for adaptive capacity and a brief explanation - this could be neighborhoods, populations, or systems]. More specifically:
[Summarize answers to the questions above for each selected priority system/population/asset/neighborhood in a few high-level sentences. The bullet point format shown below may be used.]
· Seniors and extreme heat - 20% of low-income seniors do not have A/C in their homes. Purchasing and running an A/C unit would be a significant cost burden. To help adapt, the community can create a rebate program to help low-income residents purchase a high-efficiency A/C.
· Flooding downtown -The municipality doesn’t have funding to redesign and reconstruct the section of Main Street that floods during rain events. While we begin planning for funding this long-term project, shorter-term measures such as organizing a downtown business “adopt-a-drain” to promote clearing drains before a storm and replacing existing turf grass with rain gardens can help with adaptation.

Results  
Bring together the results from each section and write a brief summary: What changes in the climate are expected over the next 25 to 75 years? What climate hazards are your community exposed to? What sensitive systems, populations, assets, and neighborhoods exist? How capable are they of adapting to the identified hazards?

Include your “Overall Risk Summary” answers from page 12 of the Oakland County Climate Assessment Primer. 
 


Next Steps 
Use this section to discuss the next steps that your community should take to adapt to climate hazards. This is a good place to answer the “Identified Gaps in Knowledge,” “Community Strengths and Opportunities,” and “Planning Implications” questions from page 12 of the Oakland County Climate Assessment Primer. Answering these questions will help determine what your next steps should be, as discussed on page 13 of the primer. Your next steps may also be to meet with a larger group of stakeholders to determine the best path forward.
Regardless of your path forward, the way you present proposed next steps will vary based on your audience. Your audience may not be climate experts, and climate vulnerability can seem like a niche issue. When presenting your findings and proposal for next steps, it’s important to show how climate vulnerability impacts the issues your audience cares about. 
Look for ways to connect climate hazards to specific community concerns and assets, and focus on protecting key community assets, providing economic resilience, and promoting community health and safety.



Conclusion 
Reiterate the purpose of this report. Briefly summarize your findings (future climate conditions, hazards exposed to, sensitive systems and populations, and adaptive capacity). Summarize the future resources needed and next steps (e.g. if your community intends to host community engagement meetings, conduct a more thorough vulnerability assessment, or begin climate adaptation planning). An example conclusion is below.
This report identifies the climate hazards that [Municipality] is and will be exposed to under current and future climate conditions. Based on climate models, [Municipality]’s climate is projected to experience an increase of 31 to 64 more days per year over 90 ºF and 1.6 to 2.6 more days per year with extreme rainfall by 2100. [Municipality] is already dealing with hazards including flooding, prolonged heat waves, and unseasonable weather. These hazards impact our senior and under five populations, outdoor workers, and agricultural sector. Flooding is a particular concern in the Northwest neighborhood, where infrastructure is outdated and undersized. 
There is great potential to adapt to these climate hazards. A further study on seniors’ energy burden and access to air conditioning is recommended, to identify opportunities to reduce costs and adapt to extreme heat. We also recommend hosting community engagement in the Northwest neighborhood to gather community input on past flooding events and desired solutions, such as green stormwater infrastructure.
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Add any additional references used throughout the report.
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Ann Arbor station: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Centers for Environmental Information Global Historical Climatology Network daily (GHCNd) Station Observations from Ann Arbor, MI. https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/products/land-based-station/global-historical-climatology-network-daily

Future Projections:
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