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PURPOSE

REUSE, RECYCLE STARTER KIT 

This is meant to be used as a guide for local governments ready to take 
action under the “Three R’s” umbrella.

 It directs you to a subsidy opportunity, editable recycling educational 
materials, potential grant funding opportunities, and more! 

¡USE THIS STARTER KIT!



REUSE

“A colossal amount of resources go into creating single-use packaging - to the tune of 10 
percent of wood harvested, 20 percent of aluminum mined, 40 percent of plastic created and 
50 percent of glass produced.”
   - Suz Okie, Director of Design Strategy & Circular Economy - GreenBiz

Go from single-use… To REUSE!

https://www.greenbiz.com/article/and-reusie-goes


REUSE Subsidy: Single-Use to Reuse

• Publicly-funded schools will receive a 
subsidy that applies to the full cost of a 
reusable item.

• Restaurants and for-profit entities will receive a subsidy 
that applies to the price difference between the single-
use item being replaced and the reusable item replacing. 

100% subsidy for reusables that do not contain virgin plastic, up to $5 per item

25% subsidy for reusables that do contain virgin plastic, up to $1 per item



REUSE Dish Washing Considerations 

“Although It took some time for the staff to adjust 
to using the new dish machine and to the new 
dishroom workflow, they were able to adapt and 
quickly became proficient the more they used the 
machine. The added time for washing all of the 
ware each day is only around 30 minutes, or $1,550 
per year. This is slightly offset by the time the 
custodian saves by not having to dispose of the 
compostable trays (~$310 per year).” 
– Benjamin Franklin Elementary Case Study 

DTE Food Service Instant Discounts 

Consumers Energy Kitchen Rebates

Photo credit 

https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_Ap8QLjNPKu51.jpg.pdf?1588171948
https://www.dteenergy.com/us/en/business/energy-efficiency/getting-started/Instant-Discount-Programs/Food-Service-Instant-Discounts.html
https://www.consumersenergy.com/business/energy-efficiency/rebates-and-programs/kitchen-refrigeration-and-laundry
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/uo1qkszzwnswq0b/AACByoZN9V5mI-8TVzKLyueAa/Resources%20for%20Schools/Case%20Studies%20of%20Schools%20That%20Switched%20to%20Reusables?dl=0&preview=Hobart+case+study+Franklin+Elementary.pdf&subfolder_nav_tracking=1


RECYCLE Communicating Holland’s Recycling Impact

EPA’s WARM Tool + GHG Equivalencies Calculator



RECYCLE Educational Materials 



RECYCLE Educational Materials 



RECYCLE Spanish Resources 

More than 24% of Holland’s population identified as Hispanic on the 2020 census. 16% of Holland 
residents recorded speaking Spanish as their primary language at home. - Census Reporter

https://censusreporter.org/profiles/16000US2638640-holland-mi/


RECYCLE MISustainable Holland



RECYCLE Expanding Recycling to Multifamily

The West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum 
estimated that West Michigan alone disposes of 
$52 million of recyclable material in local landfills 
each year. 

• Three out of every five multifamily households 
lack adequate access to recycling. 

• BIPOC populations are two times more likely to 
live in multifamily housing than white 
populations.



RECYCLE A Policy Approach 

UNIVERSAL RECYCLING ORDINANCE 

• The City of Orlando added 21,491 
multifamily units to their recycling 
program after passing changes to their 
solid waste code in 2019. 

• They diverted 1,110 new tons of 
recyclables from going to landfill! 

• The City of Austin’s Universal Recycling Ordnance 
requires multifamily recycling. Their website gives 
access to education materials in multiple languages. 



RECYCLE Grants for Multifamily Recycling 

The Recycling Partnership 
• TRP is growing their grant funding targeted 

specifically at multifamily unit recycling.

EGLE Infrastructure Grant
• The Infrastructure Grant will apply to multifamily 

recycling! See the Starter Kit for information on 
how to stay in the loop for a 2024 RFP!

NextCycle Technical Assistance
• This program provides assistance for initiatives directed at 

supporting disadvantaged communities in advancing the circular 
economy in Michigan - up to $5K in consulting services!

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) & Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) Funding Tracker
• Updated once per month on average, this tracker will help you identify funding opportunities 

relevant to Michigan and sustainability from the IIJA and IRA. 



¡THANK YOU! 

Q&A


