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The City of Birmingham wants to create a Rain 
Garden Rebate Program because...
Rain gardens are a type of green stormwater infrastructure that can 
prevent flood damage to homes while increasing biodiversity and 
filtering pollutants from stormwater.
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South Eastern Michigan is increasingly 
embracing the rain garden as a response to 
climate change

Alligns with:

•	The Birmingham Healthy 
Climate Plan (IN PROGRESS)

•	MI Healthy Climate Plan

•	Southeast Michigan Priority 
Climate Action Plan 2024

Photo Credit: Fatimah Bolhassan

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/climate-and-energy/mi-healthy-climate-plan
https://southeast-michigan-healthy-climate-plan-semcog.hub.arcgis.com/
https://southeast-michigan-healthy-climate-plan-semcog.hub.arcgis.com/


Existing models to support for residential rain 
garden programs

Shows resident interest + model programs



I spent the first 4 weeks learning and 
connecting with other programs

Ann Arbor Guide

RainSmart Guide

Rain Gardens to the Rescue 
Template

Rain Gardens to the Rescue 
Guide

Master Rain Gardener Plant List

Master Rain Gardener Guide



Design walk with City of Birmingham

https://pin.it/29kOJAIt0https://pin.it/6jUGshbNK https://pin.it/4EnGg42dI

https://587.
claudiastrong.com/
bon-appetit-space-
fn/



To support the Birmingham Rain Garden 
Rebate Program, I Created...

1. Fund 
Development 
Database

2. Program 
Application & 
Forms

3. DIY Rain Garden 
Guidebook



Fund Development Database
Sharable Link - make a copy to edit

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1h71b_b8AvnGdJt9GSPONsu4M1rg8kirzcJHnPvJksJE/edit?usp=sharing


Application + Rebate Form 

Shareable Link

Linked on Graham Site

Packaged InDesign files 
will be available to add 
your own branding

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zeb2gnsSPggEcoC_1Rx6FTvE5mi_lsMK/view?usp=sharing


Birmingham Rain Garden Guidebook

Shareable Link

Linked on Graham Site

Packaged InDesign files 
will be available to add 
your own branding

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ex2zgz6e_1tui03ytjSJ_qm9aOCSs7zO/view?usp=sharing


DIY Rain Garden Guidebook for all communities

Shareable Link

Linked on Graham Site

Packaged InDesign files 
will be available to add 
your own branding

Ready to be shared with 
any community

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kpcdRxEDmdrQyjoxoEZmXzjR6iHmYel9/view?usp=sharing


Support your residents with DIY Rain Garden 
Installation and together, you’ll...

•	 Filter pollutants from stormwater before 
they reach your waterways

•	 Increase biodiversity that supports 
sustainable ecosystems

•	 Beautify your neighborhoods

•	 Reduce property damage from flooding



Questions?



Links

Existing Rain Garden Programs + Potential Partners:

•	Ann Arbor Rain Garden Program in partnership with Washtenaw 
County Water Resoures

•	Clinton River Watershed Council

•	Huron River Watershed Council

•	Master Rain Gardener Course

•	Oakland County RainSmart Rebate Program

•	Rain Gardens to the Rescue (Friends of the Rouge + Sierra Club)

•	Royal Oak Rain Garden Program

https://www.a2gov.org/departments/systems-planning/water-resources/stormwater/Pages/Rain-gardens-.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/systems-planning/water-resources/stormwater/Pages/Rain-gardens-.aspx
https://www.crwc.org/
https://www.hrwc.org/
https://www.washtenaw.org/2456/Online-Certification
https://www.oakgov.com/government/water-resources-commissioner/rainsmart-rebates
https://therouge.org/rain-gardens-to-the-rescue/
https://www.romi.gov/1333/Rain-Garden-Information

